Clinical Midwifery. by Bloxam, W. & Andrews, W.
306
CLINICAL MIDWIFERY.
W. BLOXAM,
W. ANDREWS, M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;We beg to inclose an abstract of a
Report of 89 cases of midwifery, occurring
in the practice of Queen Adelaide’s Hospital,
during a period of three months, attended
by Mr. W. French, of Wilton, near Salisbury,
one of the pupils of our class at Windmill-
street. For this Report our prize for clinical
midwifery was adjudged on Thursday, May
7th, 1840.
Feeling that our art can only be advanced
by a perpetual contrast between the prin-
ciples taught and facts faithfully recorded, we
venture to hope that the following tables
may be considered worthy of a place in your
Journal. We have the honoar to be, Sir,
your most obedient servants,
 
Queen Adelaide’s Hospital,
Queen-st., Golden-sq., May 9,1840.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN :-
Males, 43 Females, 46 Total, 89.
Age of the Mother. Duration of Labour.
Under 15 years, 1.... In 12 cases, 2 hours.
Interval between rupture of the membranesand birth of the child :-
Interval between birth and expulsion of
placenta :-
PRESENTATIONS.
One placental presentation;
Two breech presentations;
One footling case ;
, 
One presentation of the back (turned);
One presentation of the funis;
One case of hour-glass contraction;
Five cases of haemorrhage.
The whole of the cases recovered. No
ergot was given in any case. Five of the
children were still-born. One patient was
attacked with puerperal fever.
DIVISION
OF THE
MUSCLES OF THE ORBIT.
BY MR. LISTON.
W. R. ANCRAM.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :-The attention of the profession has
lately been much directed to the division of
the muscles of the orbit. Having witnessed
and assisted at several operations of this
nature, performed by Mr. Liston, I beg to
forward to you the following observations
on their results. I am, Sir, your very obe&middot;
dient servant,
London, May 6, 1840.
E. A. had lost his eye from severe inflam-
mation ; not wishing to wear a false one, he
was anxious to keep the upper lid constantly
closed, in order to hide the deformity. He
could only partially effect his object by
gumming the eyelids, and by various other
means, and wished to have some operation
performed which would have the result of
permanently closing the lids. With this
view he proposed to Mr. Liston the division
of the levator palpebrae muscle, which was
effected in the following manner:&mdash;A small
transverse incision was made immediately
beneath the supra-orbital ridge, the edges of
the wound were held asunder, and, after a
little dissection backwards, the belly of the
muscle was seized and divided with a pair
of scissors; the upper eyelid immediately
and permanently fell.
Some cases of strabismus have been most
effectually treated by division of the in-
ternal rectus. In three of these cases the
contraction of the muscle occurred in the
right eye ; in the fourth, the muscles of both
eyes were affected, but the right one in a
greater degree.
Mr. Liston operates in the following
manner :-The lower eyelid is everted, and
with a pair of spring artery forceps a small
portion of the conjunctiva is seized; the for-
ceps are then allowed to hang down, and
the eyelid is thus held completely open; the
upper eyelid is held up with the common
speeulttm a small double hook is placed in
